"Rational hope" in the early treatment of Parkinson's disease.
The drug treatment of Parkinson's disease since the original description of the malady in 1817 is described. Consideration is given to the historic use of alkaloids of the belladonna, harmala, and aporphine families, and of amphetamine. The introduction of the L-dopa treatment is described. The modes of action of the various drugs employed in the past as well as those in current use are described in the context of knowledge of the functioning of the nigrostriatal tract.